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1. INTRODUCTION  

Nevis Environmental was commissioned by EDF Energy Renewables to prepare the Access 
Management Strategy (AMS) for the Dorenell Wind Farm.  

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Following a public inquiry, planning permission was granted by Scottish Ministers to Infinergy Ltd to 
construct and operate a 59 turbine windfarm with a maximum capacity of 177MW at Dorenell on 
the Glenfiddich estate near Dufftown, in the Moray Council area. The consent dated December 2011 
was subject to a series of planning conditions. Condition 34 of this Consent addressed the need for 
an Access Management Plan (see Section 1.2).  
 
In December 2014, two further applications were submitted to the Scottish Ministers: A variation of 
the consented project involving a reduction of the number of turbines from 59 to 53 maintaining a 
total capacity of 177MW was proposed (the ‘Varied Scheme’). Furthermore, an extension was 
applied for, seeking to add ten turbines of the Varied Scheme of 53 turbines, which would result in a 
total of 63 turbines with a capacity of 210MW. Consent for the variation and extension were 
expected to be issued by the Scottish Ministers in summer 2016. It is anticipated that a similar 
Access Management Strategy would be attached to these conditions.  
 
These applications are now subject to a Public Inquiry which means they will unlikely be determined 
until Q3 2017.  EDF ER is however committed to delivering the AMS in accordance with the updated 
requirements of the AMS proposed as part of the December 2014 applications. 
 
In November 2015, EDF ER purchased the project from Infinergy Ltd, with commencement of 
construction of the road upgrade works in autumn 2016. The main construction phase of the wind 
farm is proposed to be carried out between 2017 and 2018 with energisation on completion of the 
construction phase. The operational phase of the wind farm will be for a period of 25 years 
thereafter. 

1.2 PLANNING BACKGROUND 

Condition 34 of the 2011 Planning Consent addresses the preparation of an Access Management 
Plan and states:  
 
“Prior to the commencement of the development an access management plan shall be submitted to 
and approved in writing by the Planning Authority in consultation with Scottish Natural Heritage. The 
plan shall be implemented in full to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. It shall include the 
following: 
(i) the location, design and layout of all car parking facilities; 
(ii) the location, design and layout of access points and path networks for pedestrians and cyclists; 
(iii) the location and details of any interpretative/information facilities and any other visitor facilities 
to be provided; 
(iv) details of the arrangements to be made for enabling and improving access rights, eg paths, signs, 
footbridges, both within the site and connections to the existing path network out with the site; and 
(v) details of the timescales for implementing all measures.  
 
The Development shall thereafter be implemented in accordance with the approved plan, including 
the specified timescales.  
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Reason: to ensure compliance with all the commitments made in the Environmental Statement and 
to safeguard protected species.” 
 
A Draft Access Management Plan (DAMP) was included in the 2009 ES for the consented Dorenell 
Wind Farm.  
 
An Environmental Statement (ES) for a Variation and Extension was submitted to the Planning 
Authorities by Infinergy Ltd in November 2014. This included a further Draft Access Management 
Strategy (DAMS) in Appendix 15B.  

1.3 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

In recognition of the local and regional importance of a number of Core Paths and Public Rights of 
Way which cross the Site, Nevis Environmental was commissioned by EDF-ER to prepare this Access 
Management Strategy. The Strategy will address potential public access impacts from the 
construction, operation and decommissioning of the Proposed Development. 
 
The purpose of this document is to outline how EDF ER will manage public access during the 
construction, operation and decommissioning of the Proposed Development. The Strategy has been 
presented to and discussed with the Moray Council, MLOAF, Scottish Natural Heritage and Cabrach 
and Glenfiddich Estates to ensure that the aims and objectives are meeting the stakeholder’s 
requirements.  
 
The AMS does not give final approval to all details for example planning permission will be required 
for certain aspects of the AMS such as the visitor centre and car parks.  There will also be 
requirements to agree specific details with the Access Officer and the MLOAF such as bridge designs 
and path upgrades. 
 
This report does not include the Feasibility, Design and Costing Study across the whole Cabrach and 
Glenfiddich and adjacent Estates area as described in the DAMS 2014 in Section 7.4.3. This study will 
be funded by EDF ER and will provide the detail necessary to implement the AMS throughout the life 
of the wind farm project.   
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2. DRAFT ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN AND STRATGEY  

The two draft documents produced for inclusion in the Environmental Statements published in 2008 
and 2014 outlined a variety of aims for the Access Management Strategy. Both draft AMS 
documents were intended to be deliverable and create aspirations for improving and creating 
improved access in the local area surrounding the wind farm site.  Both documents addressed basic 
infrastructure associated with improving access such as the visitor centre, car parks, trail heads and 
path improvement within the site and set up a framework for delivering improved access 
arrangements throughout the life of the wind farm, when funding becomes available. 
The draft AMP and AMS have been summarised below for reference:  

2.1 DORENELL WIND FARM ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN (FINALISED DRAFT, DAMP 2009) 

This document was prepared by AMEC in consultation with the Moray Council and the MLOAF. The 
plan made reference to the Land Reform Act (Scotland) 2003, the Scottish Outdoor Access Code and 
its purpose as well as the Moray Core Paths Plan (2011).  
 
The plan then considers specific aspects of the wind farm construction and operation in relation to 
access:  
 
During the construction period, conflicts with the public are likely to occur when works are taking 
place on or near existing routes which may be used by the public. Access restrictions and limitations 
should be kept to a minimum however the safety of members of the public and construction 
progress must not be comprised. The plan includes numerous recommendations on how access 
should be managed by the developer.  
 
During the operational phase of the wind farm, access to the Glenfiddich Estate should be 
encouraged with the provision of car parking, interpretive panels, way markers and linking existing 
routes. Furthermore, marketing, a visitor centre and the appointment of wardens were listed to 
maximise the benefit of improved access to the local area.  
 
Finally, the plan makes provision for betterment within and outside of the wind farm boundary and 
an annual betterment budget to be provided by the EDF ER. As part of this annual budget £50,000 
for 25 years will be contributed to cover Core Path maintenance and upgrading, and this budget 
could be used to implement some of the recommendations from the study. 
 
During operation, the developer would be responsible for access management in close liaison with 
Moray Council’s Core Paths Officer, MLOAF, neighbouring estates and other stakeholders. To 
facilitate this, a Community Liaison Group would be established which would convene every three 
months. In addition, meetings with Moray Council’s Core Paths Officer and MLOAF should take place 
prior to the Community Liaison meetings to discuss required maintenance and betterment.  

2.2 DRAFT ACCESS MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2014 (DAMS 2014) 

This document was prepared by AMEC in November 2014.  
 
A methodology section detailed how the SNH ‘Guidance for the Preparation of Outdoor Access Plans 
document (SNH, 2010) was used to inform the five steps that will set out the Strategy. This included:  
1) Identification of the Purpose, Aims & Objectives of the Plan/Strategy; 
2) Establishment of the Outdoor Access Baseline affected by the Proposed Development; 
3) Identification of predicted development impacts and potential enhancements to public access; 
4) Setting out proposals to mitigate the predicted development impacts; and 



ACCESS MANAGEMENT STRATEGY ENVr577E 

DORENELL WIND FARM 
EDF-ER 

November 2016 

 

Page 8 of 47 
 

5) Management and monitoring of the implementation of the Plan/Strategy. 
 
Section 3 presented the baseline information regarding current land use, recreational potential, the 
designated routes within and adjacent to the site and general public access in addition to the 
designated routes.  
 
Section 4 summarised the relevant legislation, especially the Land Reform Act (Scotland) 2003 and 
the procedures required for temporary or permanent closure of core paths. Further reference was 
made to the Road Traffic Act 1984, The Scottish Outdoor Access Code and Moray Core Path Plan.  
 
Section 5 of the report considered the potential impacts of the construction and decommissioning 
on public access to the site.  
 
Proposed mitigation and access arrangements during construction were presented in Section 6 
including access management principals, mitigation proposals, principals and measures.  
 
Potential impacts of the wind farm operation on public access were discussed in Section 7, 
summarising access management principals, mitigation measures and enhancement measures. As 
part of a comprehensive community benefit package EDF-ER is providing an annual fund of £50,000 
for 25 years to cover Core Path maintenance and upgrading, and this budget could be used to 
implement some of the recommendations from the study. 
 
Future plans were considered in Section 8, touching on path maintenance and betterment funds, 
path wardens, car parking and a visitor centre. The management of the annual fund provided by 
EDF-ER to improve Core Paths across Moray would be subject to discussion and agreement with 
Moray Council.  
 
Finally, Section 9 addressed the implementation of the access management strategy, requesting 
comments on the draft version from relevant stakeholders.  
  

2.3 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AMS AND DAMP 2009 AND DAMS 2014 

This Access Management Strategy Dorenell Wind Farm November 2016 takes into consideration 

both previous documents and further develops the strategies outlined for implementation. This AMS 

will also supercede and replace both previous documents to facilitate the implementation of the 

strategy in the future.  

EDF ER are in ongoing negotiations with landowners to ensure that the principles of the Scottish 

Outdoor Code and those outlined in this documents are considered and access will be possible to all 

routes identified within this document.  
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3. VISITOR CENTRE 

Both draft plans previously submitted include the construction of a visitor centre however very little 
detail has been specified. This section of the AMS has been prepared to analyse the requirements 
with regards to its location, facilities and services and the target audience for such a visitor centre.  
 
In the light of the remoteness of the Cabrach, the very small local community and low numbers of 
passing tourists, a new visitor centre could have the following functions:  

- Be attractive and available for the local community; 
- Involve the local community where possible;  
- Create a hub and meeting point for new and return visitors and groups to the Cabrach;  
- Be attractive to passing tourists from the UK and abroad; and 
- Aim to attract visitors from within Moray, Aberdeenshire and Cairngorms National Park. 

 
To achieve this, the visitor centre could be located where it would be obvious to any passing trade 
and easily accessible, however such a location may not be available in proximity to the wind farm or 
offer any other points of interest in the immediate vicinity.  

3.1 PURPOSE OF THE VISITOR CENTRE 

The planning conditions stated that the Access Management Strategy was to include the location 
and details of any interpretative/information facilities and any other visitor facilities which are to be 
provided. Section 8.4.1 of the 2014 DAMS further stated that a wind farm visitor centre on the 
Glenfiddich estate would be established subject to discussion and agreement with Moray Council 
and other stakeholders. The details of this proposal would be confirmed through the submission of a 
separate planning application to Moray Council. 
 
As a wind farm visitor centre, the purpose of this facility would be to provide information about the 
wind farm development. However, in the light of the access management strategy which is to 
promote access to and use of the Estate land this could be extended to attract a wider audience 
such as walkers, cyclists or horse riders. The centre could provide information on the path network 
available on the Estate for these users.  
 
It may be possible to attract a larger audience to the visitor centre by providing additional 
information about the local area, wildlife, history, estate management and the implementation of 
the habitat management plan throughout the operational phase of the wind farm. 
 
The Cabrach Trust also has aspirations for a visitor centre at Inverharroch Farm relating to the 
Cabrach’s distilling heritage.  The AMS proposal for a visitor centre in relation to the wind farm 
would work alongside any offering by the Cabrach Trust and provide complimentary and not 
competing functions.  This should enable maximum benefit to be brought to the Cabrach and 
surrounding area.  EDF ER is currently exploring opportunities with the Cabrach Trust regarding the 
provision of visitor centres. 

3.2 LOCATION 

The Cabrach is located mid-way between Dufftown (population of 1667 in 2011) and Rhynie 
(population of 454, Aberdeenshire Council) along the A941. This is the only major road through the 
area and the only existing amenity, the Grouse Inn Pub is immediately adjacent to the road, offering 
hot food and drinks although the opening times are limited. A barrel maker is located adjacent to the 
Grouse Inn. Here, hand-crafted furniture made from whisky barrels is sold.  
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The location of a wind farm visitor centre has never been specified however a location close to the 
actual wind farm site in viewing and potentially walking distance would be ideal to make the 
connection. Nether Ardwell has been previously indicated as having potential, although no 
meaningful review of options had been carried out.  An essential requirement of the visitor centre 
would be a strategic route linking the visitor centre with the wind farm would be essential.  
 
Several potential locations were identified as part of this strategy, each with their own advantages 
and disadvantages. After discussions with EDF-ER and the Estate, Nether Ardwell was identified as 
the preferred option.  

3.2.1 NETHER ARDWELL  

The derelict buildings of Nether Ardwell are located along the A941 at NGR NJ37911 30505. These 
buildings have been identified as a potential location for a visitor centre. With the close vicinity to 
the main through road and the Grouse Inn this location would be easily accessible to the passing 
public. The visitor centre is envisaged to act as a hub and with the Grouse Inn nearby, both facilities 
could complement each other and could result in a greater number of people stopping to visit.   
 

 
Figure 1: Nether Ardwell main building (right) and sheds (left) from the A941  

 
However, there are also a number of issues associated with this location:   
 

- A wind farm visitor centre should be located in the vicinity of the wind farm. From Nether 
Ardwell however, the wind farm will not be visible and access to the wind farm would 
currently involve traveling approximately 6km to the northwest along the A941 to the start 
of the wind farm access track. From there, the access track to the wind farm boundary 
proceeds westwards for a further 2km from its junction with the A941, passing through the 
northern forestry plantation managed by Forestry Commission Scotland throughout its 
length. However, during the construction and operation of the wind farm and with ongoing 
commercial forestry operations, integrating public access via the main wind farm access may 
not be desirable. 
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- As an alternative, access to the wind farm could be developed by upgrading the existing 
linear route westwards from Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge, a Category C listed 
building with the wind farm beyond. This would provide a meaningful strategic linking route 
between the wind farm and the visitor centre. The route is approximately 6km in length and 
would require upgrading in places, including the section passing through the eastern forestry 
plantation, managed by Forestry Commission Scotland. The dilapidated bridge over the 
Blackwater immediately east of Blackwater Lodge would also have to be replaced. Although 
points of interest along this route are limited, there are panoramic views over the 
Blackwater to the former chapel at Sheneval and the historical walled enclosures at King’s 
Haugh prior to passing through the forestry plantation. West of the forestry plantation there 
are further elevated views over the Blackwater and beyond to the Hill of Dorenell and 
eventually to the remote and majestic Blackwater Lodge.  

 
- Initial consultation with Forestry Commission Scotland regarding the development of a route 

through the eastern forestry block were unfavourable. However, after further detailed 
discussions, Forestry Commission Scotland are now supportive of the proposal. There is now 
an agreement in principle to support the development of a narrow route of a width of 1-
1.2m through the easterly forestry block subject to a lease agreement to be drawn up with 
EDF-ER. Furthermore, quarterly path inspections and maintenance of the route would be 
carried out by the developer or warden and communicated in terms to be agreed to the 
Forestry Commission. The route may be subject to short-term closure to allow for the safe 
completion of forestry operations if required, which would be facilitated by the warden. 
Alternative routes to access the wind farm are available from Aldivalloch and Bridgehaugh 
for these periods.   
 

- The route would be strategic and provide a meaningful direct link from Nether Ardwell to 
Blackwater Lodge accessing the midpoint of the development’s eastern boundary. From 
there, varied access opportunities to the wider wind farm access track infrastructure to the 
north, south and west would be available after completion of construction. In addition, 
development of this route in both the short and long-term would manage public access 
away from the main wind farm access during construction and operational phases. The route 
could also provide alternative access during any forestry operations which might limit access 
to the northern forestry block.  
 

- Additionally, this route is in moderate condition and could be developed relatively 
economically in comparison to the other routes identified for initial upgrading in the Access 
Management Strategy. 

  
- Cabrach and Glenfiddich Estates are supportive of the development of the route westwards 

from Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge. The Estate feel that any route development 
through the access management strategy, wherever possible, are both strategic and long 
term and upgrading work creates routes that are sustainable and multifunctional in terms of 
usage by walkers, cyclists, horse rider’s and 4 x 4 estate/maintenance vehicle.  
 

- Historically due to the remoteness of the Cabrach, existing routes tend to be long distance, 
drove roads linking Aberdeenshire, Moray, Speyside and beyond. One historical route “The 
Steplar” (Core Path SP30) passes through the southern extent of the wind farm development 
area while another route “Glenlivet to Glenfiddich” (Core Path SP29) and beyond to 
Dufftown is adjacent, but just to the west of the wind farm development area. Through the 
development of the wind farm access track infrastructure together with the existing track 
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between Blackwater Lodge and Glenfiddich Lodge these routes form a long distance circular 
route around the perimeter of the wind farm development area. These routes would be 
further complemented by development of the route from Nether Ardwell to Blackwater 
Lodge together with a range of route opportunities within the core of the wind farm utilising 
the new track infrastructure with some additional key linking routes between turbine spurs.  
 

- The aim of the Access Management Strategy is to also develop a network of paths accessible 
to all users at the visitor centre at Nether Ardwell. This will require a range of routes suitable 
for walkers, cyclists and other users. These routes will ideally be of a range of distances and 
difficulties to cater for users of all abilities. Currently however, there appears to be a very 
limited network of routes originating from Nether Ardwell and none forming a short circular 
route. Due to the location of Nether Ardwell adjacent to the A941 and its proximity 
immediately to the west of the River Deveron with its associated flood risk and topography, 
development of an interesting and accessible range of routes will be challenging. This may 
necessitate creating linking routes along the A941, not in keeping with the Cabrach’s general 
remote, wild and mountainous character. With the visitor centre to function as a starting 
point for a variety of routes, these will have to be developed in the long term subject to 
lease-holder agreements and funding. 

 
- The Grouse Inn is a long established business however its future along with that of many 

other businesses in fragile rural communities may be uncertain.  
 

- There are early stage plans from the barrel maker adjacent to Nether Ardwell to further 
develop visitor facilities in the area by creating a visitor viewing area of work in progress and 
possibly in the longer term with the provision of a retail outlet marketing their products. As 
indicated in Section 3.1, there are plans for a distilling heritage centre at Inverharraoch Farm 
which if initiated would have good potential to attract visitors and provide basic amenities 
such as toilets, café and other interpretation facilities. Having a number of visitor attractions 
within a concentrated area, may attract more visitors and tourists, however this would likely 
work best when the information provided in the various centres complements the others. 
This would require a collaborative approach in the early stages to ensure that each centre 
targets different areas without too much overlap and a holistic view of associated 
infrastructure development and provision is considered.  Initial discussions with the Cabrach 
Trust are to be instigated before the end of 2016. 

3.2.2 OTHER OPTIONS 

A number of other visitor centre locations were considered however after discussion with the Estate 
and EDF-ER it was concluded that these would not be developed. These included the Shepherds 
Cottage, Aldivalloch and Blackwater Lodge.  
 
The visitor centre will need to the subject of a planning application to Moray Council which will be 
prepared during 2017 for submission in Q2.   

3.3 TARGET AUDIENCE 

As part of the Environmental Impact Assessment, a tourism impact assessment survey (Chapter 21) 
was carried out in 2007. Although slightly dated, this is the most relevant information available 
about the tourists visiting the area around the Dorenell wind farm. The survey was completed by 
119 individuals of which 117 were in holiday and 2 visiting on business. Over 95% of the persons 
surveyed were travelling in groups of 2 or more people. The total number of people in the groups 
was 186 adults and 30 children. The age distribution of the respondents was very even with roughly 
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33% for each of the three age groups of 18 -30, 30 – 50 and over 50. Nearly 75% of the visitors were 
in holiday for more than one night with the remaining visitors being on day trips. Of note was the 
fact that many of the visitors were repeat visitors to the area who confirmed that they had been in 
the Cabrach many times in the past and or were intending to return again.  
 
The main reasons given for visiting the area were the scenery, and the main activities included 
walking (58%), sightseeing (62%), food& drink (37%) and other hobbies (39%).  
  
Based on the information above, the visitor centre should be attractive to visitors of all age groups 
including children. Sightseeing and walking were given as the two main reasons for visiting the area 
and the visitor centre should therefore aim to be a worthwhile stop for walkers and hikers as well as 
for general sightseeing.  
 
In addition to the people who are already visiting the area, the visitor centre should try to attract 
new visitors into the region. These visitors could be both: Tourists on vacation staying overnight in 
the wider area as well as local people based in Moray, the Highlands or Aberdeenshire. These visitor 
groups could include:  

- Families on vacation and staying locally; 
- Tourists interested in Scottish history and culture; 
- Mountain bikers;  
- Nature and wildlife tourism; and 
- Outdoor education for school classes and other children’s groups; 

 
The requirements for the various groups are detailed in the following Sections:  

3.3.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL GROUPS 

Facilities that would be required or used by all groups include toilets. The provision of toilets 
including facilities for wheelchair users and baby changing should therefore be considered a 
necessity.  
 
A café or restaurant providing refreshments could provide an additional draw however with the 
proposed location in such close proximity to the Grouse Inn, this could negatively affect the existing 
business. Hence, the visitor centre would not necessarily offer any catering facilities. However, a 
number of snack and hot drink machines could be installed. These machines could provide a limited 
range of refreshments for all users of the visitor centre for the times when the Inn is shut. To ensure 
that these facilities are not perceived as competition, these machines could be operated by the 
Grouse Inn and provide additional income to the locals. 
 
Working jointly with the Grouse Inn, it could be beneficial for the visitor centre to operate a small 
café. Due to the remoteness of the location however, it could prove difficult to create the required 
footfall to make this viable. However, if the visitor centre is attractive enough, this may work as 
demonstrated by the “Coffee Still Café” located at the Bike Glenlivet Mountain Bike Trail Centre. The 
café is located in a small wooden cabin with wood burner, couch and small shop selling bike spares 
and souvenirs as well as a variety of home cooked food including soups, paninis, rolls, baguettes, 
burgers, jacket potatoes, coffee and cakes. The café is not signposted from the roadside however 
the mountain biking trails are and access is via a forestry track.  
 
As with most other tourist attractions, the visitor centre could distribute and display leaflets 
provided by Landmark Press, concentrating on other nearby and related attractions.  

http://www.glenlivetestate.co.uk/things-to-see-do/activities/mountain-biking/
http://www.landmark-press.com/
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3.3.2 TOURISTS WITHOUT SPECIAL INTEREST 

Based on the 2007 tourism survey (Section 6.3), a lot of tourists appear to be visiting the area again 
and again. These returning visitors will be familiar with the general area and a visitor centre should 
offer additional information on the immediate vicinity.  
 
This could include information about the Cabrach and Glenfiddich Estates, and their history and 
highlight the remoteness of this area. Historical information and its population could be presented 
to bring to life the once bustling community, their businesses and illustrate the effect of the wars on 
the now dwindling community. This could then be tied in with the information about the Dorenell 
wind farm today, renewable energy and the benefits to the local community. A visit to the wind farm 
on foot or in the form of a guided tour could be recommended.  
 
Some nearby locations worthwhile to visit could be showcased. This could include Glenfiddich and 
Blackwater Lodge as examples for the life and workings of a hunting lodge and Highland estate in the 
past and present.  
 
Further information could be provided about the nature and wildlife of the area, which is a key 
factor in attracting people. This could cover brief section on the geology of the area and the 
dominating habitats and their management (blanket bog and heathland, peat cutting and muir 
burning) and long term enhancements through the implementation of the wind farm Habitat 
Management Plan. Further information about the wildlife, birds and mammals could also be 
provided, highlighting rare species such as otters, Scottish wildcats, golden eagles, merlin as well as 
iconic species such as red grouse and red deer. (There might be an opportunity for reference to the 
Highland Wildlife Park in Kincraig.) 
 
Many tourists discover Scotland by car due the large distances between towns, villages and visitor 
attractions. The well-known brown “Tourist Signpostings” by VisitScotland make visitors aware of 
sights along their route and allow the visitors to discover points of interest without prior research. 
Increased footfall could be achieved if a VisitScotland recognised Visitor Centre was established.  
 

3.3.3 WALKERS 

Walking is a popular hobby and draws many people to Scotland. Walking requires the provision of a 
variety of routes for a range of abilities from short 30 minute strolls to full day hikes or long-distance 
routes. The existing routes around Dorenell have been audited and it has become apparent that the 
majority of the routes across and near the site are historical linear linking routes rather than circular 
ones. Also, the distances covered by most routes are in excess of 10km. This will make the routes 
attractive to experienced hikers, people looking for long-distance routes and potentially overnight 
stays. However, walkers looking for shorter and circular routes – which is likely to include a large 
proportion of potential visitors – could only make limited use of the existing network.  
 
The existing route network would require strategic way marking with appropriate signage giving a 
destination and distance at key access points / trail heads. Minimal supplementary way marking 
would be provided at key junctions or at points where route direction/definition is unclear. The 
visitor centre could provide large scale overview maps of the routes across the site and in the wider 
area. Leaflets detailing the route network could be available to take away for those not carrying a 
map. Trail heads at Aldivalloch and Bridgehaugh with additional interpretation could be provided to 
complement parking provision. 

http://www.visitscotland.org/pdf/Brown-Signpost-Guide-April2016.pdf
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3.3.4 MOUNTAIN BIKING 

According to the ‘Economic Value of Mountain Biking in Scotland’ report commissioned by Scottish 
Enterprise, mountain biking tourism generates £46.5 million each year for the Scottish economy. 
This is from people who travel to Scotland purely to enjoy mountain biking. Mountain biking is an 
activity that involves riding off-road along existing or purpose-built paths and tracks. It can be 
enjoyed by nearly everyone, from young to old and from family groups to serious enthusiasts. 
Mountain biking is made up of several different disciplines, including: 

• Cross-country trail riders (the majority of riders); 
• Downhillers (riders who enjoy high speed over a challenging descent); 
• Freeride bikers (use jump parks and freeride areas – similar to BMX); and 
• Trials riders (involves negotiation of man-made and natural obstacles) 

 
Cross country (XC, trail riding) is the most popular form of mountain biking. It involves riding trails of 
various lengths and difficulty (grading) in, generally, 'loops'. These 'loops' can be used as race & 
event venues.  
 
The route network around the proposed wind farm currently offers no dedicated mountain biking 
trails however existing estate and forestry tracks are usually readily used by mountain bikers. Due to 
the long distances of any circular routes, the location would be ideal for mountain bikers who are 
able to cover much larger distances than walkers. To attract mountain bikers to the visitor centre, a 
number of suitable long distance routes could be identified. The routes could tie in with the network 
in the Glenlivet Estate. In addition, and to increase the attractiveness of the location for mountain 
bikers, some dedicated trails or small skills areas could be created in the long term subject to 
demand.  
 
Furthermore, once the wind farm has been built, an additional network of tracks will be available to 
mountain bikers. However, the final wind farm layout has still not been determined which restricts 
developing any detailed plans on further provision of mountain bike tracks. However, the wind farm 
access tracks climb to high elevations from which dedicated downhill trails could be created linking 
into existing routes such as SP29.  
 
The nearest mountain bike trails are located at BikeGlenlivet neat Tomintoul, Moray Monster trails 
near Fochabers, Pitfichie near Alford and the Lecht Ski Centre which offers mountain bike trails 
during the summer months only.  
 
For the development of mountain biking trails, guidance documents have been developed by Sport 
Scotland, Scottish Cycling through its Developing Mountain Biking in Scotland project (DMBinS) & 
Forestry Commission Scotland. The information is intended as preliminary information for those 
wishing to develop a local/ regional level, purpose built mountain bike facility.  
 
To operate mountain biking trails and as a service provider of a public facility, any trail operator 
would have a duty under the 2010 Equity & Inclusion Act to make reasonable adjustments or 
provision to ensure that disabled participants are able to use your facility. Consideration should be 
given to the trail width and or route options to accommodate adapted wheelchairs & bikes. Trail 
design should also ensure the safety of those on mountain bikes on wider and potentially faster 
trails. Signage should clearly identify trail suitability and risks. 
 
The visitor centre could form the hub for a trail centre providing overview maps of all routes and 
information about the closest neighbouring trail centres. Additional facilities should include a basic 
bike washing facilities. Additional income could be generated through the sale of bike spares and 

http://www.dmbins.com/system/resources/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSJQMjAxNC8wNi8yNi8wOS8zOS81My82MTMvRWNvbm9taWNfSW1wYWN0X29mX01vdW50YWluX0Jpa2luZ19GaW5hbF9SZXBvcnQucGRmBjoGRVQ/Economic-Impact-of-Mountain-Biking-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.dmbins.com/system/resources/BAhbBlsHOgZmSSJXMjAxNS8wOS8xMC8xNC8xNy8yOC8zODIvR3VpZGVfdG9fUHJvamVjdF9EZXZlbG9wbWVudF9NVEJfZmFjaWxpdGllcy5jb21wcmVzc2VkLnBkZgY6BkVU/Guide-to-Project-Development-MTB-facilities.compressed.pdf
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potentially also mountain bike hire. All of these facilities are available and successfully used at the 
Bike Glenlivet trails.  
 
By offering an additional location between the existing facilities near Tomintoul, Fochabers and 
Alford, mountain bikers could be attracted into the region. However, the creation of a mountain bike 
trail centre is a costly undertaking that will also require ongoing management and maintenance and 
could be considered as a long term economic development opportunity within the framework of the 
Access Management Strategy.  

3.3.5 HORSE RIDING 

The majority of the existing routes could be used for horse riding.  
 
There is an existing horse riding route through the Cabrach which is publicised on the Moray Ways 
web page. The route starts at Glacks of Balloch and partly utilises SP29 and SP30 as well as the 
existing estate track on the East of the site as illustrated on Figure 2.  
 

 
Figure 2: Around the Cabrach Horse Riding Route  

3.3.6 NATURE AND WILDLIFE TOURISM 

The remoteness of the area could offer good opportunities for visitors interested in natural history 
and wildlife. The combination of upland habitats, rivers, woodlands and agricultural land could allow 
for the development of routes showcasing the characteristics of these habitats and the species living 
within.  
 
Interpretation and information in the visitor centre could then be translated on the walks. If suitable 
locations for wildlife hides could be identified, these might offer the opportunity to observe deer, 
red squirrel, upland birds such as golden eagle, golden plover or black grouse and other animals in 
their natural surroundings.  
 

http://www.morayways.org.uk/routedetails.asp?routeid=143
http://www.morayways.org.uk/routedetails.asp?routeid=143
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The requirement for a wildlife ranger and warden could also offer opportunities for guided walks 
during the summer months. These would focus on obvious areas and species of interest and could 
provide an additional draw to area.   
 
Nearby wildlife attractions include the Huntly Falconry Centre and the Huntly Peregrine Centre and 
various Dolphin Watching opportunities in Banff, the Moray Firth and on the Black Isle. Further 
information about these could be available in the visitor centre to provide comprehensive 
information about the wider area.  

3.3.7 FAMILIES 

Families with children may visit many attractions however child-friendly facilities will always be 
preferred. Indeed, attractions offering a range of activities for children of all ages may attract 
families from the wider area on a regular basis.  
 
The easiest and most obvious attractions for families are playgrounds. A plethora of playground 
products are available covering educational and adventure play, health and fitness and many others. 
This could be tied in with the general theme of the visitor centre by e.g. creating a mini hunting 
lodge with outbuildings and linking bridges, slides and climbing facilities. Mountain biking trails and 
skills areas as described are attractive to families too especially when the trails offer less technical 
routes of shorter distances so that children can enjoy them.   
 
Short educational walks targeted at children could also draw in families, especially in combination 
with further facilities such as a café, toilets and playparks. By providing activities and entertainment 
along a route, children can be encouraged to actively discover the environment. To increase the 
learning effect, leaflets with challenges or tasks could be available in the visitor centre to tie in with 
opportunities along the routes. Simple measures can be used to make the paths interesting: Large, 
wooden animals such as ants, otters, owls or deer could be lurking along the way and caves, dens or 
huts could be discovered.  

3.3.8 GEOCACHING 

Geocaching is an outdoor recreational activity, in which participants use a Global Positioning System 
(GPS) receiver or mobile device and other navigational techniques to hide and seek containers, 
called "geocaches" or "caches", at specific locations marked by coordinates all over the world. 
 
A typical cache is a small waterproof container containing a logbook (with a pen or pencil). The 
geocacher enter the date they found the cache and sign the log with their established code name. 
After signing the log, the cache must be placed back exactly where the person found it. Larger 
containers such as plastic storage containers (Tupperware or similar) or ammunition boxes can also 
contain items for trading, such as toys or trinkets, usually of more sentimental worth than financial. 
 
Geocaches can be placed by participants and should be placed in locations with a special point of 
interest which can be historical, geological, natural history or any other reason that make for a 
worthwhile visit. A small number of geocaches have already been placed along the A941, near the 
Grouse Inn, at Glenfiddich Lodge and a few other locations. However, additional locations could be 
identified and caches added to make the Cabrach more attractive to geocachers.  

3.3.9 OTHER USERS 

The most likely users for the site have been identified in the previous sections however, this is not a 
comprehensive list. It was suggested that the site would be very suitable for ski mountaineering and 
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ski touring in the winter time. The existing route network could well be used by skiers in the winter 
time.  
 
Another possible attraction is the fact that light pollution in the area is in fact so low that the area is 
well suited for star gazing. The Acorn Centre at Inverharroch is currently listed as a Dark Sky 
Discovery Site on the Dark Sky Discovery web page. There is reference to star gazing events already 
taking place but this could potentially be further developed.  

3.4 INFORMATION, FACILITIES AND SERVICES  

Assuming that all of the above target groups should be attracted to the area and the visitor centre, 
the following facilities would be required:  
 
Given the seasonality of tourism in the area, it may not be feasible to have a manned centre open all 
year round. Instead, the centre could consist of an un-manned section open all year with additional 
areas that would be open during the summer months, subject to staff provision and availability.  
 
In the un-manned section, large maps would illustrate the route and trail network available to 
walkers and bikers. Leaflets summarising the trails and paths as well as other information would be 
available here too. This area could also house seating and refreshment machines to allow visitors to 
rest as well as toilet facilities. 
 
An all-encompassing exhibition showcasing the history of the Cabrach, its remoteness today, the 
fragility of its community, the inaccessibility of the area which benefits the wildlife and the impact of 
the wind farm could be designed.  
 
For mountain bikers, bike washing facilities could be offered consisting of a well-drained area, bike 
stand and water supply. Bike hire and or the sale of bike spares could so be considered as an extra 
income stream.  

3.5 FURTHER USE OF THE VISITOR CENTRE  

EDF-ER and the Estate have indicated that they would like to incorporate further facilities into the 
visitor centre: Office facilities for the warden and ranger and wind farm staff as well as a meeting 
room have been mentioned. The meeting room could be further utilised for talks, presentations, 
community liaison or other such events occurring in the vicinity. In addition, it would be desirable to 
provide living accommodation for both the warden and ranger and possibly visiting wind farm staff. 
The design of the facilities should be flexible and future proof to allow for changing requirements 
and development.   

http://www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk/dark-sky-discovery-sites/map.html
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4. EXISTING ACCESS AND ROUTE NETWORKS 

Following peak population levels in the Cabrach during the Victorian period, in the era of the 
Highland sporting estate and due to competition in agriculture, the trend towards larger farms, 
remoteness and advances in agriculture technology coupled with the negative impact of two world 
wars there has been a historic and steady decline in the population of the Cabrach. If the current 
decline continues there is a trend towards virtually no population at all in the Cabrach by the end of 
this century. The closure of the primary school and loss of almost all local amenities including a shop 
and a realisation by local people of the need to arrest the population decline the Cabrach 
Community Association was formed to work productively with public agencies and landowners to 
regenerate the area. The granting of a planning application to construct the Dorenell Wind Farm is 
the single biggest economic opportunity since Victorian times to revitalise the Cabrach and the 
development of the Access Management Strategy throughout the 25 year, lifespan of the wind farm 
is key to this.  
 
A network of routes is located within the site boundary and in the wider area. Map 1 illustrates the 
route network in an overview together with the proposed development and site boundary. Desktop 
research was carried out to understand what types of routes are present and where, their historical 
background, how the routes are connected to the wider route network and any other useful 
information available.  
 
A number of routes crossing the wind farm site or located in the immediate vicinity were then 
audited for the preparation of this report. The audit was carried out to understand the exact location 
of the routes and their current condition. The following sections summarise the methods and 
findings of the route audits.  

4.1 ROUTE AUDIT 

Trail audits were carried out to assess the condition of trails within the wind farm boundary as well 
as in the close vicinity. The audits were carried out on foot, using a measuring wheel, GPS and iPad 
to record details about the condition of routes, their widths, drainage requirements the presence or 
absence of linkages, bridges, gates, fences, signage requirements and points of interest.  

4.2 CORE PATH SP29 (GM17) GLENLIVET TO GLENFIDDICH 

SP29 is a long distance Moray Council Core Path that connects the Glenfiddich Estate with the 
Glenlivet Estate, proceeding in a south westerly direction via a route from Bridgehaugh along the 
heavily pot holed and tarred access road to Glenfiddich Lodge. The route then passes from 
Glenfiddich Lodge via the existing estate track and follows the bulldozed track upstream along the 
River Fiddich with localised washed out sections. After reaching the watershed, the bulldozed track, 
with localised drainage issues follows the Back Burn along Glen Suie and passes Suie farm house 
before reaching the Glenlivet Estate. Map 2 illustrates the route.  
 
From the bridge over the River Fiddich north of Glenfiddich Lodge to the point where Lungart Burn 
tributary joins the River Fiddich the Core Path route follows an old stalkers path on the western side 
of the River Fiddich. Parts of the route along this section are not accessible at various locations due 
to erosion by the River Fiddich and it would be necessary to ford the River Fiddich in the proximity of 
the Lungart Burn which is not desirable. It would be better for the route to be officially re-mapped to 
follow the existing estate track over the bridge and River Fiddich north of Glenfiddich Lodge and 
beyond southwards along the bulldozed track upstream along the eastern side of the River Fiddich. 
 
SP29 is described in detail on the Heritage Paths web page.  

http://www.heritagepaths.co.uk/pathdetails.php?path=338
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4.3 GM18 – BRIDGEND TO BLACKWATER FOREST 

GM18 is a historical right of way, long neglected, indistinct and somewhat obsolete. The route starts 
at Bridgend and proceeds in a south westerly direction to the north of the Blackwater, passing 
through the eastern forestry plantation before crossing open moorland, passing Blackwater Lodge 
and joining onto GM19/SP30 between Carn Daimh and Thiefsbush Hill. Map 3 illustrates the route. 

4.4 CORE PATH SP30 (GM19) – GLENLIVET TO CABRACH – THE STEPLAR 

SP30 is another Moray Council Core Path. It runs east to west across the southern extent of the wind 
farm development area, starting just south of the Suie farm and proceeding easterly between Cook’s 
Cairn to the North and Carn na Bruar to the South. It crosses the Blackwater via a ford and this area 
has been identified to be critical as crossing the river can be dangerous. The installation of a bridge 
at this location would be desirable however no suitable locations for a bridge are close to the 
crossing point of GM19. The only option to safely cross the Blackwater to date is via the exisiting 
bridge near Blackwater Lodge. The route then leads over Dead Wife’s hillock to Aldivalloch and the 
end of the minor road off the A941 west of Cabrach. The route follows a chronically neglected track 
with numerous drainage issues and severe washout and erosion of the original track surface 
formation level. Map 4 illustrates the route including the consented development turbine and access 
track layout. 
 
The Steplar is described in detail on the Heritage Paths web page with its history associated as a 
drove road, whisky trail and through route.  
 
The route is included on the Moray Ways web page however no additional information other than 
the map is provided.   
 

 
Figure 2: The Steplar as presented on the Moray ways web page  

4.5 GM 16 – GLENFIDDICH LODGE TO MILLTOWN OF LAGGAN 

GM16 is an aspirational core path and originates at Glenfiddich Lodge and connects to the 
settlement of Milltown of Laggan in Glen Rhinnes via a series of ill-defined stacker paths and hill 
tracks. Map 1 illustrates the route. This path was included in the trail audit and is mentioned here for 

http://www.heritagepaths.co.uk/pathdetails.php?path=275
http://www.morayways.org.uk/routedetails.asp?routeid=207
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reasons of completeness. However, no detail on the condition of the track is provided as this path 
was not deemed suitable for inclusion in the access strategy at this stage. A better route exists from 
Glenfiddich Lodge via the existing track to the east of Thunderslap Hill to Achbreck and beyond to 
Milltown of Laggan. 

4.6 GM 15 – BRIDGEHAUGH TO MILLTOWN OF LAGGAN 

GM15 is also an aspirational core path, very ill-defined throughout its length and connecting 
Bridgehaugh with Milltown of Laggan. Initially following the access road to Glenfiddich Lodge it is 
virtually indistinct passing across open moorland to the access track to Achbreck and beyond to 
Milltown of Laggan. Map 1 illustrates the route. This path was included in the trail audit and is 
mentioned here for reasons of completeness. However, no detail on the condition of the track is 
provided as this path was not deemed suitable for inclusion in the access strategy at this stage. 

4.7 NETHER ARDWELL TO BLACKWATER LODGE  

This existing route has been identified to connect a wind farm visitor centre located at Nether Arwell 
with Blackwater Lodge and the wind farm beyond.  The route starts at Nether Ardwell and follows an 
existing somewhat indistinct grassy track to the west past the derelict buildings of Upper Ardwell. 
The path then enters the eastern forestry plantation where it follows a forest ride. The path then 
emerges onto heather moorland along a well aligned but neglected estate track, following the 
eastern side of the Blackwater. The route crosses the Blackwater due east of Blackwater Lodge via a 
dilapidated and derelict bridge. This bridge will be replaced to a specification and design agreed with 
the Council’s Access officer and the MLOAF. From Blackwater Lodge there are opportunities to link 
with the wind farm access track infrastructure to the north, south and west. This route forms part of 
the aspirational Aldivalloch Circular, an aspirational route between Nether Ardwell, the Blackwater 
Lodge and Aldivalloch. Map 5 illustrates the route. 

4.8 BLACKWATER LODGE TO GLENFIDDICH LODGE  

This route follows an existing estate track from Blackwater Lodge heading north past Carn Allt a’ 
Chlaiginn and Scaut Hill to the west of the eastern forestry plantation. The route then approaches 
the northern forestry plantation where it turns west, following the woodland edge. The route then 
follows the Burn of Glackra and turns north at the junction with SP29, crossing and following the 
River Fiddich until it reaches Glenfiddich Lodge. This route includes some new wind farm access 
track infrastructure south of Blackwater Lodge and forms a link completing a circular route around 
the perimeter of the wind farm development area utilising SP29 and SP30.  Map 6 illustrates the 
route.   

4.9 OTHER ROUTES 

The requirements of the AMS are to provide infrastructure to support access to the Glenfiddich 
Estate and wider area.  To improve access within the wind farm site a number of strategic routes 
could be developed. These will depend on the layout of the wind farm to be built and for the 
purpose of illustration within the AMS, the layout for the varied and extended scheme has been 
assumed. Map 10 presents strategic, indicative connections between turbines T19 and T25, T36, 42 
T48 and Cook’s Cairn and a possible route for a downhill mountain bike section from near T25 to 
SP29.  
 
There are additional aspirational routes close the wind farm within the Cabrach which have been 
identified by the Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum (MLOAF) which include:  

 Shenval Loop;  
 Aldivalloch Ardwell Circular;  
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 Ardwell and Kings Haugh;  
 Deveron Way; 
 Corinacy Chapel Circular;  
 The Buck Hill Path; 
 Glenfiddich Loop; and 
 The Steplar and Suie (SP 30) 

 
Map 11 presents an overview of these aspirational routes. These routes were largely covered during 
the route audit. Part of the Aldivalloch Circular would be developed as part of strategic link between 
wind farm and Nether Ardwell. Sections of the Shenval loop and the Ardwell and Kingshaugh routes 
could possibly be reached via a route network originating from Nether Ardwell.  
 
Further plans exist for linking and strategic routes connecting the Cabrach to other parts of Moray 
and Aberdeenshire such as the aspirational Deveron Way to Huntly in Aberdeenshire and to 
Dufftown via Auchindoun Castle.  
 
These routes should be further considered in the long term development and implementation of the 
Access Management Strategy subject to landowner agreement and funding.   
 
EDF ER commit to discussing potential path upgrades and new routes with the Estate landowner in 
order to deliver the long term aspirations of the AMS and MLOAF.  EDF ER will be long term owners 
of the wind farm and with the Estate will work with consultees to deliver wider aspirations regarding 
access to surrounding estates.  It should be noted that contact has not yet been made and that this 
should be undertaken as part of the feasibility study referenced below.  The timescales for 
establishing the feasibility of the aspirational routes with relevant landowners is specified in table 3. 
 
Regular, bi-annual meetings (or other timescale suggested by the MLOAF) will be held by EDF ER, the 
estate and the MLOAF to work out ways of improving access to the site and surrounding area and 
deliver the aspirations of the local community. 
 
EDF ER is committed to providing funding for a feasibility study that the local community or other 
appropriate organisation can use in order to develop wider aspirations of the AMS, such as linking up 
with other estates or developing shorter circular walks close to the visitor centre.  The feasibility 
study will be the subject of further discussion with MLOAF to agree timescales and the details 
associated with its delivery. This would be in addition to the commitments within the AMS and the 
£50,000 annual contribution to the Moray Council throughout the life of the project. 
 
It should be noted that the obligations of the AMS are required by the planning permission for the 
wind farm and will be implemented throughout the life of the project.  EDF ER has an agreement 
with the estate landowner to deliver the terms of the AMS but only within the terms of its land 
agreement, it cannot secure or provide any certainty beyond the 25 year life of the project.  At least 
three years prior to decommissioning however EDF ER will initiate discussions with the estate and 
wider consultee bodies regarding the ongoing use of facilities provided by the AMS. 

4.10 MAINTENANCE 

As part of the feasibility, design and costing study, a detailed maintained schedule and programme 
will be prepared. It is anticipated that inspections and maintenance will be implemented by the 
warden. User counters should be installed to get an understanding of current and future use of the 
route network. This will help to plan future development of the network.   
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4.11 CONCLUSION  

After auditing the existing routes and right of way across the wind farm development area and its 
immediate vicinity, it became apparent that virtually the entire existing infrastructure is neglected 
and in need of repair and upgrade. For these reasons it was concluded that in the short term it 
would be best to develop and upgrade the existing key strategic routes rather than considering 
other existing or new routes that would require significant additional investment and maintenance 
in the future.  
 
It is considered that the Access Management Strategy should be allowed to develop more 
sustainably in the long term, stimulated by demand and available funding. This may include the 
substantial and long term comprehensive wind farm community benefit package or the wind farm 
annual contribution of £50,000 to the Moray Council Core Path maintenance and upgrading budget.  
 
The developer, EDF-ER will take the lead on development of sections of key routes within the wind 
farm boundary, particularly during the construction phase.. Through the appointment of the Warden 
and development of the Access Management Strategy, EDF-ER will facilitate engagement with other 
stakeholders including Moray Council, Cabrach and Glenfiddich Estates, Forestry Commission 
Scotland and Cabrach Community Association to further develop these key routes with in and out 
with the wind farm boundary and work in partnership with stakeholders to develop and implement 
the Access Management Strategy in the long term.     
 
A strategic connection between Blackwater Lodge at the wind farm and the visitor centre at Nether 
Ardwell as detailed in section 4.7 will be developed. This route partly coincides with the aspirational 
Aldivalloch Ardwell Circular. Core Paths SP29 and SP30 were identified as the two strategic key 
routes which are likely to be most frequently used and will be upgraded, including outside of the 
wind farm site boundary but within the Glenfiddich Estate. Where necessary, the estate track 
between Blackwater and Glenfiddich Lodge will also be upgraded.  
 
A strategic path network of short circular routes originating at Nether Ardwell will need to be 
developed as part of the detailed feasibly and costing study. Furthermore, strategic links between 
the turbines should be developed however this will strongly depend on the wind farm layout.   
 
Table 1 summarises the route names as described previously and the development strategy and 
status for each route. Map 12 illustrates the locations of all routes and indicates the identified 
development strategy using the same traffic light colour code as table 1.  
 

Route Name Development Strategy Status 

Nether Ardwell to Blackwater 
Lodge 

To be developed Planned 

Blackwater Lodge to Glenfiddich 
Lodge 

To be developed Planned 

SP30 – outwith the WF boundary To be developed Planned 

SP30 – within WF boundary To be developed Planned 

SP29 – outwith WF boundary To be developed Planned 

Nether Ardwell Visitor Centre 
Route Network 

Development in collaboration of EDF and the Estate, 
subject to the availability of funds and local community 

support. 
Strategic 

Connecting Routes between the 
turbines and Cook’s Cairn 

Development in collaboration of EDF and the Estate, 
subject to the availability of funds and local community 

support. 
Strategic 
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Route Name Development Strategy Status 

Shenval Loop 
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

Aldivalloch Ardwell Circular 
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

Ardwell and Kingshaugh 
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

Deveron Way 
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

Corinacy Chapel Circular 
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

The Buck Hill Path 
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

Glenfiddich Loop  
Possible long-term development subject to demand, 

tenant agreements and available funding. 
Aspirational 

Table 1: Development strategies for routes within and out with the Dorenell Wind Farm  
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5. ACCESS RESTRICTIONS DURING CONSTRUCTION  

There is the potential for a number of public access impacts to occur during the construction and 
decommissioning phases of the Proposed Development. The predicted impacts include the following 
sections:  
 

 GM 18 (see Section 4.2): One section of approximately 720m of access track between NGR 
332595, 827312 and NGR 332915, 827935 overlapping the Public Right of Way GM18; 

 SP30 (see Section 4.3): A section of approximately 2.7km of access track between NGR 
332270, 826675 and NGR 329690, 826715 would utilise Core Path SP30 during the 
construction phase. Depending on the final layout, up to 8 access track spurs could intersect 
Core Path SP30 at various points; 

 Main Wind Farm Access following Forestry Commission Scotland track through the forestry 
plantation of approximately 2.1km, starting at NGR 335290 834261 and finishing at NGR 
333860 832834; and 

 Estate Track (see Section 4.8) starting at NGR 333860 832834 and ending at NGR 333809 
829925.  

 
Map 7 illustrates the locations of the track sections where access limitations are expected to occur.  

5.1 ACCESS MITIGATION PRINCIPLES 

 

The construction and decommissioning of the Proposed Development incorporates the following 
access related principles and mitigation measures: 
 
The Developer and construction contractor will ensure that during all phases of the Proposed 
Development, the requirements of both the Land Reform Act (Scotland)2003 (as amended) and the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code are not just met but are exceeded. This commitment to exceeding the 
requirements of the Act has been carried forward from the original draft Access Management Plan 
and the original draft Access Management Strategy. 

 
The Developer and employees/contractors will act reasonably when asking people to avoid 
construction activities by: 

 Asking people, if there is an opportunity to do so whilst undertaking particular construction 
activity/operation, to follow a particular route; 

 Taking precautions, such as asking people to avoid using a particular route or area or to 
avoid doing a particular activity where there are more serious or less obvious hazards to 
their safety; 

  Keeping any precautions to the minimum area and duration required to safeguard people’s 
safety; 

 Telling the public, especially if levels of public access are high or if the operation is 
particularly dangerous, about any precautions at any obvious access points (such as car 
parks and gates). 
 

The Developer will work with Moray Council and other bodies to help integrate access and land 
management during construction. This will be achieved by: 

 Remembering that people respond best to situations where the developers/construction 
team show that people are welcome; 
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 Working closely, where appropriate, with Moray Council and its access officers and ranger 
service, local outdoor access forum and other bodies to help maintain good access to paths 
across the site and to manage access positively; 

 Proactively thinking about how access will be provided for and managed on the Site and 
involving Moray Council in this process. 
 

In order to take account of access rights for contiguous land or water, the following guidance will be 
adopted: 

 Respecting any rights of way or customary access across the land or water; 
 Not using “no access” signs and not locking or removing gates or other access points, 

particularly on paths or tracks likely to be used by the public without providing an 
alternative means of access; 

 Working with Moray Council and other bodies to provide and manage routes across the Site 
that would best help to integrate access and land management; 

 Considering what impact the work might have on people exercising access rights on 
neighbouring land and modifying the work where this is reasonably practicable. 
 

The Developer and construction contractor will not obstruct or hinder people from exercising access 
rights, either by physically obstructing access or by otherwise discouraging or intimidating them. 
Specifically, the Applicant will ensure that: 

 All footpaths (including, but not limited to, Core Paths) which have had their surface 
disturbed will be remediated prior to the completion of the construction/decommissioning 
phase and the re-opening of the path to the public; 

  People will not be asked to avoid using a route or area when there is no safety related 
reason to do so, and warning signs will be removed promptly when the relevant hazard has 
ceased; 

 No gates on paths or tracks will be locked without reasonable cause 
 On any well-used path or track an appropriate alternative for non-motorised access will be 

provided if a temporary closure is required; 
 Fences, walls or other barriers will not be erected across a path or track without providing a 

gate, alternative access point or diversion; 
 Electric wires or barbed wire will not be put across gates or stiles without providing 

protection for passing members of the public; 
 

The Developer and construction contractor will not deliberately or unnecessarily make a path or 
track that might be used by the public difficult to use, such as by dumping materials or leaving 
machinery across it or by storing waste or by not reinstating the surface following land management 
operations. Also:  

 The Developer and construction contractor will not erect a sign or notice worded in a way 
which intimidates or deter the public; 

 Guard dogs or working dogs will not be allowed to intimidate people, especially close to 
paths and tracks; 

 Existing roadside parking areas that are used for access purposes will not be closed without 
giving appropriate notice to the local authority; and 

 The Applicant and construction contractor will take account of access rights when planning 
and undertaking all major land use changes associated with the Proposed Development, 
such developing new buildings and roads. 

 
During the construction and decommissioning of the Dorenell Wind Farm it may be necessary in the 
first instance for staff constructing/deconstructing the wind farm to marshal and direct users 
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through or around areas of construction. Alternatively, and depending on the actual level of use it 
may be prudent to create a temporary localised diversion adjacent to an area of work along a route 
by cordoning off and defining a safe access corridor. Routes affected would be a section of SP30, a 
section of GM18, a section of the estate track between Blackwater Lodge and Glenfiddich Lodge and 
the main wind farm access off the A941.  
 
For the main wind farm access, it would seem prudent to as far as is practicable consider restricting 
access during the construction and decommissioning phases by diverting users along route SP29 or 
along the route from Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge depending on their route plan. 
 
It is not anticipated that any formal diversion or closure orders would be required for Core Paths 
SP29 or SP30 and Right of Way GM18 during the construction and decommissioning phases of the 
Proposed Development.     
 
During the construction phase of the wind farm a regular, quarterly liaison group meeting will be set 
up to outline ongoing work and interaction with users of the site.  These meetings are likely to 
commence in March 2017, but will be closely aligned with the recommencement of construction on 
the wind farm site. 

5.2 TEMPORARY SIGNAGE 

Temporary advance signage would be erected at key access locations both with in and out with the 
wind farm development area prior to the start of construction to inform all access users of the 
location and timing of the construction activities. Information could also be displayed and updated 
at the Grouse Inn and Community Centre. Signage should present detailed maps illustrating where 
the route will be impacted upon, suggest other routes and detours where possible and detail and 
recommend a number of Safety Measures which users should adhere to ensuring they will not be 
affected by the construction works.  

5.3 SECTIONS ALONG GM18 

GM 18 was identified to be a historic Right of Way however the path is currently largely inaccessible 
with fences and locked gates blocking some sections and others heavily overgrown or indistinct as a 
result of lack of use. Given the poor condition of the path and the presence of other routes available 
in the vicinity, it is thought to be unlikely that the majority of GM18 is currently used. Therefore, a 
temporary closure of this route is not deemed necessary, however temporary signposts would be 
installed at a number of strategic locations where access to this route could be gained.   

5.4 SECTIONS ALONG SP30 

At this stage with the applications for amendment and variation not yet decided, it is not clear which 
layout will actually be built at the southern end of wind farm development area. The consented 
layout would cross route SP30 in a number of locations with only small sections of track overlapping 
whereas the proposed layout could overlap a long section around 2.6km with no additional crossing 
points.  
 
Therefore, the sections of SP30 that will be affected cannot yet be reliably identified. However, it is 
anticipated that this area of the site will be developed during the latter half of the construction 
period. As a result, SP30 will only be affected for a limited period of time during construction, the 
duration of which will be determined upon sight of the construction programme.  
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Temporary signage would be installed at strategic advance locations and at the Blackwater Crossing 
Point and at the junction of SP29 and SP30 to alert users of the construction activities and 
recommend detouring via SP29 or an alternative route.  
 
However, should access users decide to continue on SP30, instructions for site personnel would be 
to offer transport or marshal walkers through the construction sections so that people can continue 
safely unhindered. However, weekends are likely to have the highest activity levels during which no 
construction will be taking place. Over the weekends these sections of SP30 should be left in a safe 
condition with no exposed excavations and should be neat and tidy with no obstructions by 
machinery and materials.  

5.5 MAIN WIND FARM ACCESS 

The main wind farm access passes through a plantation managed by Forest Enterprise Scotland 
which, although locked with gates for vehicles, has gates for walkers. The route may be used by 
members of the public to gain access to the estate tracks at Dorenell and offers some shorter 
circular routes via Glenfiddich Lodge. However, this will form part of the main wind farm access and 
is likely to be subject to high levels of traffic.  
 
Signage will be installed at the start of the track at the A941 near the disused quarry, Glenfiddich 
Lodge, the junction of SP29 and the Backwater Lodge to Glenfiddich Lodge route and where the 
access track joins the Estate track.  
 
A detour avoiding the main wind farm access track is available via a track adjacent to the southern 
end of the northern forestry block, starting at Glacks of Balloch and passing the Shepherds Cottage 
near the Burn of Badchear. However, this detour links to 5.6 below and the alternative route from 
Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge could be promoted during the construction phase to reduce use 
of this route section.  

5.6 ESTATE TRACK 

Part of the Estate track leading from Blackwater Lodge to Glenfiddich Lodge would be affected by 
construction immediately south of the main wind farm access from the southern edge of the 
northern forestry for a distance of approximately 3km. The alternative route from Nether Ardwell to 
Blackwater Lodge and beyond could be promoted during the construction phase. 
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6. CAR PARKING FACILITIES 

The condition specified that the AMS should specify the location, design and layout of all car parking 
facilities. The AMS 2014 further stated:  
 
“Car parking would be provided at up to 4 strategic points throughout the Glenfiddich Estate to allow 
visitors access to paths. Potentially suitable car park locations are the Bridgehaugh entrance to Core 
Path GM17/SP29, Aldivalloch, close to the Grouse Inn and Thanes Bridge. The exact location of the 
car parks would be confirmed through the submission of a separate planning application to Moray 
Council. It is envisaged that each car park area would have information panels with details about the 
walk/area and also about any significant activities on Site.” 
 
Three car park locations have been identified. The final design and layout will be agreed as part of 
further consultation..  A planning application will be required to formally agree details in relation to 
their provision and construction.  It is intended to submit these applications in Q2 2017. 

6.1 VISITOR CENTRE CAR PARK 

One car park will be located at the visitor centre at Nether Ardwell. The size of the car park is 
difficult to estimate at this stage but should allow for up to 6 cars and a coach. Some provision for 
future expansion with the potential for additional car parking spaces and larger spaces for camper 
vans or horse trailers would be advised.  

6.2 OTHER CAR PARKS 

The following locations for strategic car parks have been identified:  
 

 Bridgehaugh along the A941, as a starting point to the SP29 Glenlivet to Glenfiddich; and 
 Aldivalloch, starting point to the SP30 Glenlivet to Cabrach;  

 
These car parks should also be designed to accommodate up to 6 cars with provision for future 
expansion with additional car parking spaces and larger spaces for camper vans or horse trailers. 
 
The car parks detailed in 6.2 above would feature a trail head structure to provide some shelter, 
display interpretation and incorporate a litter bin.  
 
There are other locations where the siting of car parks may be suitable and these could be 
constructed subject to demand as the Access Management Strategy develops in the long term. 
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7. PERMANENT SIGNAGE  

7.1 EDF ER WILL DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT SIGNAGE AND INTERPRETATION FACILITIES 

THROUGH THE FEASIBILITY, DESIGN AND COSTING STUDY.  THIS WILL INCLUDE WHERE 

POSSIBLE THE LINKAGE WITH THE WIDER PATHS NETWORK IN THE AREA.VISITOR 

CENTRE  

The visitor centre is anticipated to hold the majority of information on suitably designed boards and 
panels. This could include large maps of the local area including the existing route network, route 
lengths, car parking locations and points of interest along routes. 
 
Additional information on the local history of the Cabrach and Glenfiddich, the natural history, wind 
energy and the community benefits could be presented.  
 
All information should be presented in a coherent, recognisable style that should be used across the 
whole route network including trail head structures.  

7.2 TRAIL HEADS AND CAR PARKS 

In addition to the likely visitor centre location at Nether Ardwell, two strategic car park and trail 
head locations have been identified at Bridgehaugh and Aldivalloch. The car parks would incorporate 
small bespoke trail head structures / shelters which would have similar panels to those in the visitor 
centre illustrating the route network. There would also be reference to the visitor centre and any 
other points of interest nearby.  

7.3 ROUTES AND TRAILS  

The route network will be signposted in accordance with the Moray Core Path Plan / Adopted Plan 
2011 to achieve standardised marking of the path network. The information on the signs will as a 
minimum include the name of the path, the destination and distance. Signs will be installed at 
strategic locations i.e. route start and end points and route junctions. Way marking may be installed 
along indistinct sections to ensure the paths can be followed but these would be kept to the 
minimum.  
 
Further interpretational panels could be designed and installed at points of interests along the 
routes. These could include the following:  

 Glenfiddich Lodge (NJ314329); 
 Blackwater Lodge (NJ 335 285); 
 Glenfiddich Road milestone at Suie (NJ 276 248) inscribed with "Glenfiddich 6 1/2";  
 Signposts to Cook’s Cairn (NJ295266); 
 The Queen's Cairn (NJ 2876 2786), erected in 1867 to commemorate Queen Victoria's visit; 
 The Elf House, a natural cave visited by Queen Victoria on September 26. 1867 (NJ 297 292); 
 McHardy Stone (NJ 295 287) dating back to 1875 to commemorate 41hours spent in the 

snow by local crofter James McHardy; and 
 Disused pits at the northern foot of Scaut Hill;  

 
This is not an exhaustive list and should be increased to add further points of interest. These could 
be identified in cooperation with people with detailed, local knowledge.  
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7.4 DERELICT BUILDING WARNING SIGNAGE  

There are a number of derelict and dangerous buildings located along some of the routes and 
appropriate warning signs should be installed at suitable locations instructing people to keep out.  
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8. COSTS AND INDICATICE TIMESCALES  

To ensure that the recommendations described in this Access Management Strategy will be 
implemented, this section provides outline costs and timescales which can be used as milestone 
dates to ensure that aims are achieved.  

8.1 INDICATIVE COSTS 

The indicative costs below have been prepared by Nevis and reviewed by EDF ER.  These costs relate 
to the developer contribution to the AMS, but exclude the visitor centre which will be separately 
costed.  Whilst not strictly relevant they are an indication of costs to be committed to by EDF ER in 
the delivery of the AMS.  These costs are indicative and will be the subject of a formal tender 
exercise. 
 
The feasibility, design and costing study will evaluate all routes identified on map 12 
 
Table 2 presents indicative costs of the AMS requirements to be provided by EDF ER. 
 

Route Name Sections / Distances   
Indicative costs for developer 

aspects of the AMS - £ (ex Vat) 

SP29 
 

0m-4030m=4030m 
4030m-5189m=1159m 
5189m-14531m=9342m 

40000 
16000 
12000 

SP30 

0m-1000m=1000m 
1000m-3000m=2000m 
3000m-6744m=3744m 
6744m-9355m=2611m 

500 
1000 
46648 
- 

Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge 

0m-700m=700m 
700m-2200m=1500m 
2200m-2617m=417m 
2617m-3113=496m 
3113-3559m=446m 
3559m-5377m=1778m 
5377m-5837m=500m 

3900 
3325 
2000 
1000 
7204 
4000 
25000 

Blackwater Lodge to Glenfiddich 
Lodge 

  3000 

Aldivalloch Car Park  10000 

Aldivalloch Trail Head  27000 

BridgeHaugh Car Park  10000 

Bridgehaugh Trail Head  27000 

Nether Ardwell Car Park  10000 

Nether Ardwell Trail Head  27000 

TOTAL COST ESTIMATE (EX VAT)  £285287 

Table 2: Indicative costs for route upgrading and construction  
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8.2 TIMESCALES 

Timescales and milestones for the initial implementation of the Access Management Strategy are 
summarised in Table 3.  
 
Action Target Date 

Community liaison access working group  Q1 2017 
Meetings to establish route feasibility beyond the wind farm site Q2 2017 

Completion of Feasibility, Design and Costing Study 
Prior to commencement of the 

main site works, end of 2017 
Route development between Nether Ardwell and Blackwater Lodge   Q1 2018 

Deployment of Temporary Signage 
Prior to commencement of main 

site works. 
Planning applications for Visitor Centre  Q2 2017 
Planning applications for Car parks and Trailheads Q2 2017 

Upgrade of SP30 within Wind Farm Boundary 
By final commissioning 

anticipated in Q2 2018. 

Upgrade of SP30 outwith Wind Farm Boundary 
Within 12 months of 

commissioning, by Q2 2019 

Upgrade of SP29 
Within 12 months of 

commissioning, by Q2 2019 
Construction of Car Parks and Trailheads  Q1 2018anticipated in Q2 2018. 

Route Signage 
By final commissioning 

anticipated in Spring 2018. 

Cabrach Property Refurbishment 
2 years after final commissioning 

anticipated in Q2 2020. 

Completion of Nether Ardwell as a Visitor Centre  
On commissioning of wind farm, 

Q2 2018 

Table 3: Timescales for the Achievement of Initial AMS Milestones   
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9. APPOINTMENT OF A WARDEN  

Clearly linked with the delivery of the AMS is the requirement for a warden. Condition 35 of the 
Planning Consent specified the appointment of a warden:  
 
“Prior to the Commencement of the development, an independent and suitably qualified warden 
shall be appointed at the expense of the Company to support visitors to the Glenfiddich Estate and to 
safeguard ecological and habitat interests.  
 
Reason: to support the implementation of the access management plan and to protect 
environmentally sensitive areas.” 
 

The main purpose of the warden is only loosely defined in the condition and no further details have 

been included in the DAMP 2008. The DAMS 2014 specified the following:  

“Once the wind farm is operational, a warden facility would be created to cover the Core Paths and 

other paths that cross the Site. This would involve the employment of up to two staff: A warden who 

would be able to inspect the condition of the path network, identify maintenance requirements and 

carry out minor maintenance tasks and a ranger who would be able to assist people in understanding 

the countryside, provide a link between the landowner and the public, promote opportunity for 

access to the countryside for all ages and abilities together with potentially providing talks and 

guided walks. Promotional material would be produced to encourage visitors to the area and to 

provide information about the wind farm and surrounding estates which link into Glenfiddich Estate.” 

Taking into account the above, the job description should take account of the following:  

 Liaison with Cabrach and Glenfiddich Estates, Forestry Commission Scotland and the local 
community; 

 Part-time manning of the visitor centre; 
 Presentations and talks to visitors; 
 Guided walks and tours across the estate; 
 Regular inspections of the route network and signage; 
 Maintenance of route signage; 
 Co-ordination and supervision of any route maintenance; 
 Monitoring of visitor numbers using the route network. 
 Potential involvement with habitat management requirements on the wind farm site; 
 Potential involvement with ornithological monitoring requirements on the wind farm site; 
 Potential preparation of annual monitoring reports as required by Planning Conditions; 
 Early involvement in the project by possibly filling the ECoW role; and 
 Long-term development and implementation of the AMS.  

 

Once the scope of the warden has been agreed EDF ER will commence to appoint a suitable person 

to fulfil the role.  It is intended that the warden will commence work during the construction process 

in order to acquire knowledge of the wind farm that will be beneficial when formal warden duties 

are commenced.  An interim approach will be to use the appointed Ecological Clerk of Works as a 

temporary warden when the main infrastructure of the wind farm commences construction. 
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10. APPOINTMENT OF A RANGER  

Condition 32 addresses the finalisation of a Habitat Management Plan (HMP) including the provision 

for a wildlife ranger and states:  

“Prior to the Commencement of the development, a detailed and final habitat management plan 

shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority in consultation with Scottish 

Natural Heritage. The approved plan shall be implemented in full to the satisfaction of the Planning 

Authority in consultation with Scottish Natural Heritage, and shall set out detailed nature 

conservation management objectives, including the management for target (priority) habitats and 

species.  

If after commissioning of the development, the substantial attainment of any nature conservation 

management objective included in the plan is compromised by either a wilful act or omission on the 

part of the Company or the land owner, the Planning Authority in consultation with Scottish Natural 

Heritage may require the wind farm temporarily to cease operation in part or in whole until they are 

satisfied that the affected nature conservation management objective is again capable of being 

attained as part of the approved plan.  

The approved plan shall include provision for the appointment of a wildlife ranger.  

Reason: to ensure compliance with all commitments made in the Environmental Statement to 

safeguard protected species and to secure the effective implementation of the approved plan.” 

A final HMP document is in the process of being submitted for approval and the scope and purpose 

of the role has been identified in this document. However, this role has the potential to be involved 

in the access management plan and the visitor centre as this ranger would be very familiar with the 

estate and its wildlife. To achieve this, the definition of the role within the HMP would have to be 

created with these options in mind. The role of the ranger could include the following:  

 Liaison with Cabrach and Glenfiddich Estates,Forestry Commission Scotland and the local 
community; 

 Part-time manning of the visitor centre; 
 Involvement with the ornithological monitoring for the wind farm site;  
 Involvement with the habitat monitoring for the wind farm site;  
 Preparation or contribution to annual monitoring reports to satisfy the Planning Conditions; 
 Talks and presentations on wildlife in the area;  
 Guided wildlife walks across the Estate;  
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11. HOUSES FOR REFURBISHMENT 

Part of an agreement between the EDF-ER and the Estate involves the refurbishment of eight 

properties located on Estate including the property at Nether Ardwell. This has been a long term aim 

of the community benefit negotiations since the inception of the project. The aim is to refurbish 

these properties to a condition that they can be let out. The buildings include:  

 Deveron House; 
 Nether Ardwell;  
 The Old Post Office; 
 The Old School; 
 Keeper’s Cottage Aldivalloch: 
 Wee Davey’s Cottage; 
 Burntreble Cottage; and  
 Tomnaven Farm House.  

 

The refurbishment of these properties is to be completed within two years of the Final 

Commissioning of the development. Map 8 illustrates the location of the properties. There is a lack 

of tourist accommodation in the immediate area and the refurbishment of these properties could 

further enhance economic regeneration through the availability of self-catering cottages and niche 

holiday experiences. A proportion of the refurbished properties could be let on a long-term basis to 

people working or wishing to live in the Cabrach.   

As with the car parks, visitor centre and trail heads, the property refurbishments will be the subject 

of further planning applications. 
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13. CONSULTEE RESPONSES 

Revision A of this AMS was reviewed by the client prior to submission for consultation with various 
statutory and non-statutory consultees. Their responses have been included into his appendix for 
reference and this revision of the AMS has endeavoured to address the comments where possible.  

13.1 MORAY COUNCIL OUTDOOR ACCESS MANAGER RESPONSE 

 
DORENELL DRAFT ACCESS MANAGEMENT STRATEGY – MORAY COUNCIL OUTDOOR ACCESS 
MANAGER’S RESPONSE 30/06/16 

 

The following comments are those solely of the Moray Council Outdoor Access Manager in relation to 
the Draft Strategy. It has now been agreed that the Moray LOAF will make a separate independent 

submission which will come from the Forum Convener. 
 

I understood the Strategy was intended to give details on how public access will be managed during 
construction and lay down a vision for how a paths network could be developed and rolled out across 

the Cabrach Area within a given time frame. In this sense it should ’put the meat on the bones’ of the 

original Draft Access Management Strategy 2014 which was an initial framework document.  
This Strategy document is competent in many respects and in this regard the following is noted: 

a. Setting up of a Partnership Liaison Group involving all interested parties is considered an ideal 
way to take the Strategy forward. 

b. Read in conjunction with the relevant section in the 2014 Strategy document, the details on 

how public access will be managed during construction is clear and comprehensive; based on 
allowing access during construction whilst controlling it in the interests of health and safety. 

The methodology outlined is fit for purpose and is unambiguous. 
c. Good that part of the duties of the warden will be to inspect and maintain the paths network 

and to be involved in long term development and implementation of the Strategy. 
d. Reference to provision of path signage and visitor information that will presumably be 

detailed in the forthcoming Design and Costings Study referred to in para 1.3. 

In other respects the document still has areas where further details and clarification is required. The 
Forum sub group meeting of 16th June with the consultant was helpful and led to production of an 

improved revised document which was distributed to all Forum members for comment. 
 

I suggest that the following points still need to be considered for incorporation into the document: 

 
1. A clear and binding statement from the landowner of Cabrach and Glenfiddich Estates that he 

will allow the identified path network to be developed. This is crucial to allow any path works 
to be implemented outwith the consented windfarm site. 

2. In para 1.3 it states that the document does not include the Feasibility, design and Costing 
Study referred to in the 2014 Strategy. A clear steer is needed in this document as to when 

this will be produced and specifically to which paths this will refer. 

3. It is unclear what specific paths will be developed as part of the Strategy. I suggest this could 
be resolved by providing a key map outlining 3 levels of paths (colour coded to differentiate 

each level) ie. 
 paths which will definitely be provided/improved as part of the development site 

 linking paths beyond which are strategic ie. SP29, SP30 and Nether Ardwell to 

Blackwater Lodge. 

 Wider paths network to be rolled out across the Cabrach area and beyond. This is 

much more aspirational but is important to show the range of options available as 

part of the overall vision for a paths network that the Strategy is working towards. 
Identified paths should include consideration of some of the routes previously 

outlined on maps supplied by Jean Oliver. 
4. Establish a principle that the visitors centre will be the hub of the paths network. This means 

not just considering the Nether Ardwell link to the windfarm but also other possibilities such 
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as providing short accessible family walking routes down by the river near the centre and as 

a starting point for the Aspirational Deveron Way. 

5. Give details of what the timescale will be for provision of the visitor’s centre. Add to para 8.2 
6. I agree the previous commitment to upgrade the current line of GM18 is unrealistic as the 

path in many places is not evident on the ground. It would seem logical to support the 
proposal to leave the original RoW route as it is with a possibility of future improvement, 

whilst developing the Nether Ardwell to Blackwater route as a more immediate alternative 
link. 

 A main concern however is no funding is offered for this, and it has been stated that without 

the path link the visitor centre is not viable.  No agreement is in place with the neighbouring 
landowners (Forestry Commission) over whose land the path will cross. The developers are 

expecting to implement the path without a guaranteed funding commitment and with no 
incentive, or guarantee for liability, offered to the FC – the FC are resistant to take on liability 

detrimental to their current activities. There needs to be a statement in the strategy outlining 

a plan of action as to how this route will be achieved inclusive of the developer funding and 
implementing the route given the crucial relationship the path has to the new visitor’s centre. 

7. Reference should be made somewhere in the document to the annual £50k contribution to be 
given to Moray Council for development/improvement of the Core Paths Network. It should 

be noted that this can be used on any Core Path(s) across Moray and is not just limited to 

assisting implementation of this Strategy. 
 

General Comments 
The only certainty in terms of path development is that part of Core Path SP30 and Right of Way 

GM18 will be improved as part of the windfarm construction – this is a little disappointing as circa 
80% of SP30 will be a windfarm road which would have happened anyway. Beyond this the Strategy 

as it stands gives no financial commitment from the developer to create the paths network outwith 

the planning site although on the plus side it is proposed to take the strategy forward through a 
partnership assisted by the new warden. 

Out of the core planning site, paths development proposals are currently limited to GM19 and GM17 
and the Nether Ardwell to Blackwater route. No specific funding is provided for these and the warden 

will need to work hard to raise funds for work here. This means that any paths works beyond the 

planning development site are purely aspirational and may or may not be developed dependent on 
securing external funding. This I feel is an inherent weakness of the overall approach designed to 

afford the developer minimal expenditure on paths and access. 
Consideration should be given to providing a diverse range of path types and access experiences; 

therefore, every path should not be a vehicle access road like most of the routes currently identified 
in the Strategy. If implementation of the Strategy largely depends on external funding, then grant 

agencies are unlikely to fund routes whose primary function are as estate vehicle roads. 
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13.2 MORAY LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM RESPONSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Mr Chris Cairns         c/o  Ian Douglas 
Nevis Environmental Ltd       Moray Access Manager 
1st Floor,         The Moray Council 
Beauly House,        Ashgrove Depot. 
Dochfour Business Centre,      ELGIN  
INVERNESS        Ashgrove Road 
Highland         ELGIN 
IV30 1BX         IV30 1UU 
            
 
7TH August 2016 
 

Dear Chris, 
 

Re: DRAFT ACCESS MANAGEMENT STRATEGY DORENELL WIND FARM, EDF-ER Nevis 
Environmental Ltd, June 2016 
 
Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum Response, August 2016 

 

We are now in a position to make the following comments on the Draft Access Management Strategy 
(DAMS) 2016 for the proposed variation and extended Dorenell Wind Farm. 
 
As the DAMS currently stands we are disappointed on the vagueness and lack of detail in the document. 
It appears there have been no significant improvements to the strategy since the Access Management 
Plan produced by Infinergy in 2009 and no full consideration of suggested improvements put forward 
during the consultation period by our sub-group and our representative lead, Mrs Jean Oliver. 
 
The strategy is however adequate but only offers the minimal commitment with regard to public outdoor 
access within and without the development site. This is disheartening especially noting the following 
EDF-ER’s statement within the strategy: 
 
‘The Developer and construction contractor will ensure that during all phases of the Proposed 
Development, the requirements of both the Land Reform Act (Scotland)2003 (as amended) and the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code are not just met but are exceeded ......’ (DRAFT ACCESS MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGY 2016 Section 5.1) 
 
In particular we are disappointed in the following: 
 

 There does not seem to be a significant provision for public outdoor betterment within and 
outside the wind farm boundary. The majority of the path improvements which will be made are 

Moray Local Outdoor Access 
Forum 
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necessary for heavy vehicle usage to construct and maintain the wind farm rather than improving 
outdoor access, 

 
 There are no arrangements or agreements been made with other landowners to enable and 

improve access rights out with the site, e.g. proposed path from Nether Ardwell and Blackwater 
Lodge, path improvement from all proposed car parks to the wind farm site and connections and 
improvements to other Core Paths in the close vicinity.  

 
Other comments include:- 
 

 We would welcome a clearer written statement within the document on the relationship with the 
DAMP 2009 and the DAMS 2014. 
 

 We note that there has been an attempt to give narrative to the design and give indicative costs 
and timescales in Section 8 although these are not specific or complete. 
 

 We would wish to request a clear and binding statement from all landowners that all identified 
path networks and others to be developed, especially out with the consented wind farm site will 
be allowed. 

 

 We endorse the location of the proposed visitor centre at Nether Ardwell as long as the path via 
Upper Ardwell is developed between the visitor centre to the wind farm site before construction. 

 
 We would also encourage further discussion with the community in relation to the proposed 

Inverharroch Visitor Attraction or any other similar developments. 
 

 We would also encourage the development of smaller circular routes in and around the proposed 
visitor centre and the area beside the river Deveron. 

 
 We suggest that the proposed Warden and Ranger posts also have the role to liaise with the 

local community. 
 

 We suggest that a wider consultation is taken with regard to outdoor access for this area. 
 
In its current form we cannot recommend the DAMS 2016 as an appropriate way forward for managing 
and improving outdoor access; it delivers on maintaining outdoor access during the development, but 
offers little betterment to the local area.  This is due to the lack of detail on how the aspirational access 
routes surrounding and connecting the development site will be implemented.  
 
We would welcome further development to produce a more robust strategy which is truly seen as an 
example of outdoor access betterment for the area. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Michelle Gillibrand 
Convenor Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum  
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13.3 FORESTRY COMMISSION SCOTLAND RESPONSE 

Meeting notes summarising a meeting held with Calum Murray with comments of Calum in blue:  
 
“Dorenell Wind Farm Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) Access Requirements 
  
In order to allow access from a wind farm visitor centre at Nether Ardwell, an existing route would 
need to be improved. The route leads west from Nether Ardwell to Upper Ardwell south of the 
Blackwater across grassland for about 1.8km before reaching the FCS plantation. The route continues 
in a westerly direction for 1.3km through the plantation bounded by a deer fence and gates at the 
access points.    The first 400m of the route through the plantation consists of a constructed forest 
track which has revegetated and links to the remainder of the track infrastructure within the 
plantation to the north and a former bridging point over the Blackwater. Beyond the junction the 
route becomes more indistinct for following a ride with a number of wet and reedy sections.  Beyond 
the western edge of the forest, the route continues for1.8km west along a well aligned and vegetated 
track towards Blackwater Lodge with open view to the Hill of Dorenell. 
  
Forestry Commission Scotland was initially hesitant to support access through the plantation as this 
would have resulted in additional liabilities to them. During a meeting on 20 July with Calum Murray, 
the strategic importance of the connection through the plantation was explained and options were 
discussed that would allow public access while minimising any impact on FCS’S interests.  
  
The following concerns and solutions were discussed:  
  

-          The nature of the route: FCS was keen to understand the dimension and scale of the route 
that would be created to facilitate access. This was discussed and it was agreed that a low 
key path would be sufficient and that it should be made clear to any users that this would not 
be a high quality path but more for the adventurous walker. To minimise costs and rather 
that upgrading the entire section through the plantation the second section of the route 
beyond the track junction for 500m would be defined by flailing vegetation supplemented by 
localised drainage work where required. The final 400m of the route is very ill defined, wet 
and reedy and would require construction and drainage. To a standard to be agreed. 

-          Long-term vision of the route: FCS was keen to understand what the long-term vision for the 
path was as the dimensions and infrastructure in place should be adequate for its use. To 
date no information is available on the actual use of any of the infrastructure around 
Dorenell. The use of counters was therefore discussed to generate baseline information on 
the number and user profile of current use. This would inform future plans for any upgrading 
work required should there be adequate demand. 

-          Path inspections and maintenance: With any promoted route, liabilities arise in terms of 
inspections of the path and any other infrastructure associated with it such as deer gates, 
culverts and drainage, sections of construction and maintaining a clear walking tunnel. FCS 
wanted to be assured that these aspects were given due consideration at this stage to ensure 
delivery once the route was open. The role of the warden was mentioned to facilitate the 
implementation of the Access Management Strategy as part of the role. This would include 
regular inspections of the path network to identify any infrastructure that would require 
maintenance. However, further consideration of this aspect of the role has resulted in the 
conclusion that ideally the warden would carry out inspections using a quad bike or similar 
ATV to minimise the time this would take. In the light of the overall distances of the track 
network at Dorenell, this would be a necessity and this would impact on the minimum 
requirements for route width thought the FCS plantation. It is therefore proposed that for 
any drainage flailing or sections of the route requiring construction that a route width of 
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between 1.8m and 2m would be required to allow quad bike access rather than a narrow 
path as initially discussed. A quarterly report of the route inspections and any completed 
maintenance would be shared with the FCS.  1.8 – 2 m wide route does not constitute a route 
designed for the more adventurous walker that we discussed. This is far too wide and there is 
no need for inspection by quad.   On foot inspection should be perfectly possible & 
reasonable. There will be many routes that are passable with quad or no doubt other 4x4 
there is  no need of all path network to be designed to be driven on.  

-          Increased access, impacting on forestry operations: The plantation is at an age where 
thinning operations may be needed in a 5-year cycle, however no forestry works are currently 
planned. The route through the plantation could result in increased use by the public which 
could result in complications to any future forestry operations. However, other routes exist to 
reach Blackwater Lodge from Aldivalloch or Bridgehaugh. If required, the closure of the route 
to allow forestry operations to take place can be facilitated and managed by the Warden. 
Supported 

-          Financial aspects: The Access Management Strategy proposes a joint approach by all 
stakeholders to ensure that the strategy is implemented however the funding of route 
construction and maintenance is a matter that would benefit from early clarification. The 
developer is expected to fund the majority of the works however a joint approach of all 
stakeholders will be sought and it is hoped that some commitments can be shared between 
parties. An additional, viable option to fund extra requirements, repairs and other necessary 
works on the route network would be via the community benefit fund which is expected to 
amount to about £1m in community benefit funds per year. FCS have indicated that they will 
negotiate directly with EDF-ER on a compensation package for facilitating access through the 
plantation together with other ongoing negotiations.” 
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13.4 SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE RESPONSE 

 

Hi Stephanie,  

 

many thanks for sending through a copy of the Access Management Strategy (AMS). 

Reading through I am convinced Ian Douglas will be best placed to advise on its suitability. 

For me it seems to cover the key issues.  

 

There will naturally be links between the AMS and things like the operational breeding bird 

protocol and the golden eagle/habitat management plans which we chatted about.  

 

I recently commented on the operational breeding bird protocol and suggested that it is 

worth bearing in mind the resource of information available on the Scottish Outdoor Access 

Code's (SOAC) website. This includes templates and suggested wording for signage to help 

people taking access to make decisions and act responsibly when on site. 

http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/Access-management-guidance/signs  

 

If anything is raised by other consultees that you would wish to discuss with me please don't 

hesitate to contact me. When you submit the AMS to the planning officer at Moray Council 

they will consult SNH. I should be able to respond swiftly given that I've had the opportunity 

to review it already. 

 

Many thanks 

Jen 

 
 

Jennifer Heatley │ Operations Officer – Tayside and Grampian │ Alexander Fleming House, 

8 Southfield Drive, Elgin, Moray, IV30 6GR 

Direct dial and office number: 01343 541 216 │ Mobile: 07733 145 890  │ General email: 
Tayside_grampian@snh.gov.uk  
Working pattern: Mondays to Thursdays 

 
  

http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/Access-management-guidance/signs
mailto:Tayside_grampian@snh.gov.uk
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13.5 PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER RESPONSE 
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14. APPENDIX 1 MAPS 

Map 1: ENVd357B - Overview of Study Area with Wind Farm Infrastructure June 2016 

Map 2: ENVd358B - Core Path SP29 (GM17) Glenlivet to Glenfiddich 

Map 3: ENVd362B - GM18 Bridgend to Blackwater Forest 

Map 4: ENVd359B - Core Path SP30 (GM19) Glenlivet to Cabrach, The Steplar 

Map 5: ENVd360B - Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge to Dornell Wind Farm 

Map 6: ENVd361B - Blackwater Lodge to Glenfiddich Lodge 

Map 7: ENVd366B - Mitigation Sections 

Map 8: ENVd363B - Houses for Refurbishment 

Map 9: ENVd367A - Locations of Photographs  

Map 10: ENVd422A - Wind Farm Link Routes 

15. APPENDIX 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 

- Core Path SP29 (GM17) Glenlivet to Glenfiddich 

- GM18 Bridgend to Blackwater Forest 

- Core Path SP30 (GM19) Glenlivet to Cabrach, The Steplar 

- Nether Ardwell to Blackwater Lodge to Dornell Wind Farm 

- Blackwater Lodge to Glenfiddich Lodge 

- Nether Ardwell Proposed Visitor Centre 

- Glenfiddich Lodge 

- Glenfiddich Lodge Kennel Masters Cottage & Sawmill 

- Blackwater Lodge 

- Bridgend 

- Suie 

- Aldivalloch 

- Bridgehaugh 

16. APPENDIX 3 CONSULTEE RESPONSES 

- Moray Local Outdoor Access Forum response 

- Moray Council Outdoor Access Manager’s response 

- Forestry Commission Scotland Community and Visitor Services Manager’s response 

 

 

 


